selling your

(hnee your ve prioritized the big dveeisions, the smafler omes
will firll inter plave. Here, wavs to get vou sterted.
KLFORE YOU BEGIK PLANNING all the details of your dream wedding, you
need 1o figure out how you'll pay forie. A budget can belp vou have the event you
want without spending vour life savings or going into debr. More than just dol-
lar signs and numbers, a budget is vour road map for secting goals. negoriating
with vendors, and keeping financial worries at bay before, during, and after the
event. Sticking with your budget means starting with one tha’s realistic.
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Talk with your fiancé about the big picture, says psychologist Dale Atkins,
caauthor of Wedding Sanity Savers(Broadway Books, 2008). Discuss what kind
of wedding each of you has in mind, how much you think you can spend, how
i for this event mught affeet other plans, such as buying a house or stant-
ing a family, and whether your families will help oui. “Describe vour fantasy
wedding.” she says. “Then talk about what i really possible”
On average, couples spend more than  ing, aredircaly influenced by the num- hire a wedding planner, she can give
_ 25,000 on their wedding, OF course,  ber of guests, says Barbara Steinmerz,  vou 2 good range. Or vou might call 2
-z = the bill—as well a5 the breakdown  afinancial planner in Burlingame, Cal-  few vendors directly o ger estimares
:‘.', I‘—? of each expense —will vary gremtly  ifornia, So have an idea of your guest  of their fees. Some — such as reception
== depending on where and when vou  list before anything else. halls — have set praces; caterers may
.: = marry, how many people you inviee, Figuare out what things cost inthe  provide a range; and photographers
= ?‘ and your individual choices. Many  area where you're having your wed-  may have a fee for the day and a sepa-
I % expenses. such as location and cater-  ding by talking toother brides. | you  rate price list for prints.

How mueh will

e e -j;u'rr' iy .\";u'J.’(.'f."'

Even if you're picking up most of the

they want £ piteh in, find out how
much. “They may give you $10,000 bo
use as you wish, or they may want w
pay for specific things,” says Fickds.
Meanwhile, start saving. Though
their parents were paving for most of
their February 2005 wedding, Weslic
Hamada and Gavin Nakamura began

setring aside $1,000 3 month 1o cover

taby, speak with your families firsy, savs  deposins and the photographer's fee.
Alan Fields, coauthor of Brufal Bar- Avosd using credit cards to finance
s (Windsor Peak Press, 20050 IF the wedding, No couple wants to begin

their life together in debt; besides,
there are countless ways to trim costs
and still have a wenderful event, If
you must wie credit, search for a cand
with a bow rate, or if you owna home,
considera home equity loan or line of
credit, Then do your best to pay back
any amount you borrow withina year.

How should we divide the pot?

What you pay for the various details of vour wedding will depend on whiat ven-
dors you select and what's most important tothe two of you. When setting your
bucget. it can be helpful vostary with the following basic breakdown. About half
the budget typically poes toward the reception — the Jocation. catering finchad-
ing the cake), and bar sesvice — the rest gets divided preny evenly among the
couple’s attire, flowers and decorations, photography, stationery and favors,
music, and other details. If you knove right away that your location will consume
more of less of your budget, adjust these percentages accordingly.

When Christie Edwards and fianeé Braan Emrich found out that the recep-
vion site for their August 2005 wedding in Oregon would cost 1,500 more than
they had inially budgered for, they decided 1o substitute inexpensive bowlsof
lemons for traditional centerpicees. “I've been to so many weddings and dont
remember the centerpieces.” she savs, “So it was the right choice for us™

While you will undoubtedly end up spending maore than you planned in
certain areas, at some point you will run our of wiggle room. “Make vendors
understand whar you can spend, and don't feel pressured 1o decide on the
spor,” says Atkins. Shop around, and 1alk 1o the vendors you like abous how you
an gt the effect vou want and stay within your price range. As you begin to
fill im youar badget with the specifics, 1ry toaccount for every possible cxpense,
including tips and taxes, voaveid surprises later.

[or awedding is like buying a house:
vhal you think you can afford; next vou
no-shop lo see whal things really cost, then adjust

el and look at what'’s within reach.”
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and for how much, as well 2s the can-

How soon will we

heave to start
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As s00m as you commit to a vendor,
expect to pay anywhere from 2510 50
percent of the tonal fee as a deposit,
w~ though everyone is different. “My rule
B never give anyone more than 5o per-
cent up frone,” says Susan Cordogan,
founder of Big City Bride, 2 wedding-
planning company i Chicago. The
balance is typically due the week of
the wedding. Make sure the contract
details what services will be rendered

cellation policy. “Typically, vendors
will refund all of your deposit if they
can rebook for that date. I they can't
rebook or have already put work inte
your event, they will generally keep
the deposit” says Cordogan.
Remember, you may still have bills
to pay afier the wedding is over and
the last guest has gone home. Just alter
the event, expect to squarc away things

like tips. the bar tab, or extra money
for the band or deejay if they played
an extended music sex. Later, you might
pay 1o obaain proofs and an album from
your photographer, or to have your
wedding dress dry-¢leaned and pack-
aged for storing. By including these
ivems in your budget from the very
begsnming. you won't still be paying
off your wedding expenses well past
your first anniversary.



